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AUR MAULANA ASH- 
raf AU THANVI by 
PROF. AHMED SAYEED. 
170 Pages. Rs. 5.50. 

THIS book on an uncommon 
subject should be welcome as 
an authentic account or tne 
role of the ulema in politics* 
Ashraf Ali Thanvi was not an 
ordinary a'lim and holds an 
illustrious place among Islamic 

- scholars, but his contribution 
lo Muslim politics is very little 
known. The author draws upon 

u' authentic documents for bis 
narrative so that we have a 
sufficiently accurate account ot 
Maulana Thanvi's politics- Un- 
fortunately, however, the author 
has not dealt with Ins suoject 
in a critical manner but as a 

devotee. . . , . . 

Ashraf Ali Thanvi held strong 
views on the Hindu Muslim 
question. He thought very high- 
ly of Sir Syed's objectives but 
depreciated his via media. And 
he frowned on Gandhi ii and on 
the Hindu desire to exterminate 
Muslims, which he described as 
their natural sport ("dill mi: 

zaq"). and, according to the 

author, he not only advocated 

!he Sub-Coniirient's partition a^ 

early as 1928, but also, on the 

advice of several "mujzoobs" 

even prophesied it in 1938. Thus 

believers of the two-nation 

theory will find in Ashraf Ali 

Thanvi a *%fca\ champion or 
their vi--""" 
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Journal of South Asi.in and Middle Eastern 
Studies. December 197 7' pp.^?_lrt7 # 
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Francis Uoblnson Separatism Among Indian Muslims 
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Uma Kaura Musi ims and India n Nationalism 

(Delhi 19TM p. 22. 
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There are many a sheep without a Sheprard 
but he is a Shenp ard without a Sheep 
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